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A poem 

 

 

                        wón) 
 
Oh! Dear Pot                                                                                              

               w  n 
See how beautifully made you are                                                            

               wà tó 
Really, the potter spent a lot of time on you                                              

    kòkò gbìyànjú lóríì     o 
He must have exhausted his long acquired 

skill on you                        

                                 gàn ni h   
Could you please, carry me to the village?                                                

         w              sábúlé 
 
My dear water!                                                                                             

          w  n!                                                                         
Your request is difficult for me                                                                    

Ohun tí o bèèrè kanpá fún mi o 
You talked of my beauty                                                                              

             wà mi 
You k                                                                                       

               yìí le j   kí ó r   mí 
                                                                                           

            ràn mi ní abúlé lára o 
 
Oh! my Dear pot                                                                                                

               w  n 

See how beautifully you talk of your beauty                                        

           e s  r   dáadá                   
Sure the potter created you to work                                                       

    kòkò                 ni o       
He must have seen the needs to be met                                                 

      dájú pé       wà fú            e 
And not just to be admired at the village                                              

                    wà lásán lábúlé 
                             
Dear water!                                                                                                 

          w  n! 
Your words are difficult to bear                                                              

  r                       ra 
You talked of my need to work                                                            

      nípa ìnílò fún mi                
You know of my beauty and my frailness                                              

         pé                  
Its weight could weary my journey to the 

village                                 

    n r   lè dá mi lágara l  nà abúlé     
 
Oh! Dear pot                                                                                              

               w  n  
See how you fearfully talked of your frailness                           

           e fìb                                 
Sure the potter knows the source of your 

strength                    

           kòkò                           
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He knows it comes from this task you despise                       

      pé                         yìí ló wà  
You will be strengthened on your way to the 

village          

                   l  nà     sí abúlé 
 
Dear water!                                                                                               

         w  n! 
Your words seem to shield my pride                                             

  r       dáàbò bo ìgbéraga mi o 
You talked of strength in the task                                                  

                           náà  
You know the dangers that lie beneath it                                        

                             o 
I could break on my journey to the village                                    

          lórí ìrìnàjò mi sí abúlé 
 
Oh! Dear pot                                                                                             

               w  n! 
S                               ‟                                                

                         bíi pé ègún ni 
Sure the potter knows how frail you are                                        

    kòkò     bí oò   e lókun       
He knows that the task will protect your 

beauty                            

               yóò dáàbò              
Protection of your beauty is sure on your 

journey to the village    

              dájú lórí             sí abúlé            
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